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My eyes  
have seen  
your salvation.

Luke 2:30
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When John Newton’s 
spiritual eyes were 
opened, the former 
slave trader penned 
the now famous lyr-
ics, “Amazing Grace, 
how sweet the sound, 
that saved a wretch 

like me. I once was lost but now am found, 
was blind, but now I see.” 

Scripture tells us that everyone in this world 
is born blind—not physically, but spiritu-
ally. The problem is that many people who 
are spiritually blind think that they can see. 
In the Gospel of John, Jesus brought physi-
cal and spiritual sight to a blind man. But 
despite this amazing miracle, some still 
refused to accept that Jesus was who He 
said He was. 

This story begins with the disciples ask-
ing Jesus a theological question: “Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that 
he was born blind?” (John 9:2). Because 
the man in question had been blind since 
birth, the prevailing opinion among the 
Jewish rabbis of the day was that either 
the man or his parents had sinned. Jesus 
responded by saying that sin did not cause 
this malady, and God’s glory would be re-
vealed through it (John 9:3–5). 

What happened next is simply miracu-
lous. John 9:6–7 says, “[Jesus] spit on the 
ground, made some mud with the saliva, 
and put it on the man’s eyes. ‘Go,’ he told 
him, ‘wash in the Pool of Siloam.’ . . . So 
the man went and washed, and came 
home seeing.”

Friends, this man went away blind and 
came back seeing! You might expect that 
this man’s friends and neighbors would be 
ecstatic, but instead of celebrating, they 
launched an inquisition. You see, they 
couldn’t make sense of this miracle, and 
eventually, they took the man to the reli-
gious authorities (John 9:13). 

The Pharisees debated among themselves 
and interrogated the man, even bringing 
in his parents to be questioned. Though 
the formerly blind man logically argued 
that Jesus could not be a sinner and had 
to be from God, the Pharisees didn’t want 
to hear it. They refused to believe that they 
were spiritually blind. 

When Jesus asked the man, “Do you be-
lieve in the Son of Man?” his response was 
a stark contradiction to the Pharisees’ re-
sponse to Jesus (John 9:35). He answered 
simply, “Lord, I believe” (John 9:38). 

Jesus can bring sight to those who are 
physically blind, and He can bring sight 
to those who are spiritually blind. Like the 
blind man in this story, when we encounter 
Jesus Christ, we have an opportunity to tell 
others about this Jesus who has changed 
our lives—even people like the Pharisees 
who don’t want to hear it. 

God has given us the tremendous privilege 
of helping the spiritually blind see that they 
don’t see in order that they may see. I pray 
that others will encounter the risen Christ 
through you and me, and that God will 
open their eyes to the amazing grace that 
is available through Him alone.

The Blind Will See



The word witness has great significance 
throughout Scripture. Its basic meaning 
is “one who gives testimony.” Witnesses 
faithfully repeat what they have seen or 
experienced. Under the Old Testament 
law, a witness was someone who was 
called upon to give evidence (Ex. 23:1; 
Num. 35:30; Deut. 17:6). In ancient Isra-
el, witnesses also validated legal transac-
tions (Ruth 4:9–11). 

Sometimes inanimate objects are de-
scribed as witnesses. When Laban entered 
into a covenant with Jacob, he told his 
relatives to gather stones and pile them in 
a heap. The two names given to the pile 
of stones, one in Aramaic and the other 
in Hebrew, both meant “heap of witness.” 
Their presence was an enduring and vis-
ible reminder of the commitments made 
by both parties. Jacob also gave them the 
name Mizpah, which meant “watchtower.” 
This was a reminder of God’s role in their 
transaction as both an observer and the 
one who would enforce the terms of their 
agreement (Gen. 31:49).

In the New Testament the idea of witness 
is especially identified with the testimony 

of Christ’s disciples. They bore witness of 
Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. This 
is the primary mission of the church (Acts 
1:8). Like them, we are to be witnesses of 
the truth. For the Christian this is both an 
identity and a task. When we bear witness 
to the truth we declare a message. We 
tell others the good news that Jesus Christ 
died for our sins and rose again. We also 
speak from experience. We tell others how 
much the Lord has done for us, and how 
He has had mercy on us (Mark 5:19). 

But more than anything else, when we 
bear witness to the truth we introduce oth-
ers to the person of Christ. This is because 
of the “the truth, which lives in us and will 
be with us forever” (2 John 1:2). The be-
liever’s calling to be a witness is rooted in 
Jesus Christ’s role. Jesus is the ultimate wit-
ness. He is “the faithful witness” and “the 
firstborn from the dead” (Rev. 1:5). Jesus is 
the one who came from heaven to testify to 
what He has seen and heard (John 3:31, 
32). Jesus is the ultimate witness because 
He is the perfect picture of God. 

To learn more about others who testified about Christ, read Foxe’s Book of Martyrs 
edited by W. Grinton Berry (Baker).   
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Witnesses of Christ



The Gospel of John (12:20–22) tells about 
“some Greeks” who came to the Apostle 
Philip with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we 
would like to see Jesus.” Nothing else is 
known about these Greeks, but their wish 
continues to resonate in the heart of every 
believer.

“To see Jesus”—isn’t that what our Christian 
journey is all about? To come closer to Him, 
to know more about His love and salva-
tion, to see Him with the eyes of our hearts. 
How? Today we can see Jesus with the eyes 
of the Spirit through the pages of Scripture. 
Reading the Bible is more than textual criti-
cism, commentaries, and context. Erasmus, 
a Dutch Renaissance theologian, called the 
Bible a “familiar letter,” that is, a letter to us 
from somebody we know and love. In a letter 
we receive from a son or daughter, or from 
a far-away friend, we pore over every word, 
we feel our heart drawn to that person, and 
we see the face of the loved one in our mind’s 
eye. And so, we go from page to face, and 
from face back to page. We should read the 
Bible in the same way. 

Dear readers, we hope that Today in the 
Word is a useful guide for you in your jour-
ney through the Bible. Through the years, in 
every theme of our devotional and in every 
book we studied, our focus has been on 
Christ. And it’s a joy and a privilege to read 
your letters where you describe the wonder-
ful work of God in your lives, sometimes ac-
complished with the help of our devotional. 
Here’s a letter from Lascelia, our reader in 
Florida:

About two years ago, I came through a 
7-year storm in my life. I attended a church 
that was very legalistic and based salvation 
on works. My soul and spirit were quite frus-
trated because I just could never get things 
right. After leaving that particular church 
and now attending a biblically solid church, I 
started asking God some hard questions. Are 
you really who you say you are? Why does 
my faith get so easily shaken? Lord, please 
teach me how to counterattack the plans of 
the enemy for my life. Well, what God has 
done is that He has placed godly people in 
my life, as well as Today in the Word. Life is 
not always easy, but through daily studying 
of God’s Word, there’s a Great Light in my 
soul and His name is Jesus. Thank you for 
helping me on my Christian journey. Thank 
you for all you do for the Kingdom of God!  

This month in Today in the Word, we’ll 
go through the pages of Scripture follow-
ing people who saw Jesus—we’ll see Him 
through their eyes and, perhaps, we, too, 
will see and know Him better. We will be 
surprised together with the shepherds to 
see baby Jesus lying in the manger, we will 
search for Him with the Magi from the east, 
we will marvel at the faith of the leper and 
the Roman centurion, and we will be grate-
ful for the thankfulness of the blind man. 
The short among us will identify with Zac-
chaeus who stopped at nothing to see Him, 
and those who feel they turned away from 
the Lord will be amazed by the unconditional 
forgiveness and the second chance extended 
to Peter. Come, let us go from page to face. 
Let us see Jesus!
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The Eyewitness Accounts of Christ

An eyewitness account has power. Eyewitness testimo-
ny has more value than circumstantial evidence in a 
court of law. The accounts of survivors refute the tales 
of the Holocaust-deniers. Historians prize journals and 
diaries for their window on what life was like for the 
people who lived it. 

We can gain so much from looking at a story through 
the eyes of a witness. They add not only credibility but 
also personality and emotion to the bare facts.

This month in Today in the Word we’ll walk through 
the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ life and ministry and ex-
plore the events from the vantage points of those who 
were there. How did they react? How did seeing Jesus 
affect their faith and their lives? And how can we re-
late to the struggles, the joys, and the doubts of those 
whose lives intersected with the Son of God?

We will also work to see our own encounters with 
Christ in a fresh light and examine how we can tell our 
stories so that others can find strength and hope in the 
accounts of what Jesus has done for us. 

You are able to strengthen the faith of others through 
your support of Today in the Word. Thanks for study-
ing with us and for giving, so that others can do the 
same!
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Pray with Us

In January of this year, the music star 
Beyoncé gave birth to a baby daughter. 
Within minutes, the news had spread, 
and people from entertainment moguls  
to unknown housewives began to send 
their congratulations. 

When Jesus was born, no celebrities sent 
their well-wishes. The fa-
mous leaders in the world 
had no idea that the Sav-
ior—Christ, the Messiah, 
the Anointed One—had 
arrived as a newborn 
baby. Caesar Augustus, 
emperor of the entire Ro-
man world; Quirinius, 
governor of Syria; Herod 
the Great, ruler of Judea: 
none of them were select-
ed to witness the coming of the Lord. 

We all know the story, of course, that 
led much more meager fellows to be  
witnesses of the baby Jesus. The rulers 
mentioned in this passage give us the 
contrast for the lowly circumstances of  
Jesus’ birth. Not only was there no room 
in an inn for this family from Nazareth, 
Luke describes them in meek terms to 
better set the stage of the dramatic yet 
improbable grandeur of the moment. He 

writes that Mary was expecting “a child” 
(v. 5). But, as the angels informed the 
shepherds, this wasn’t just any child.

The shepherds were hardly better off 
than Joseph and Mary. Their place of 
residence: the fields (v. 8). As appeared 
to be the case with the new parents, 

they found themselves in 
the company of livestock. 
But that’s not all they had 
in common with Mary 
and Joseph: they all had  
received messages from 
an angel of the Lord—and 
they believed.

The identity of the baby the 
shepherds were to look for 
(Jesus hadn’t even been 

named yet; see v. 21) was signified by 
two details: He was swaddled in strips of 
cloth (identifying Him as a newborn) and 
He was lying in a manger (identifying 
Him as displaced, distressed, and far be-
low the place of glory He deserved). The 
shepherds found Him, and their imme-
diate response was to spread the news. 
They returned to celebrate and praise 
God for the incredible development in 
their midst to which they, the dregs of  
society, were the first eyewitnesses.

This month’s study focuses on what the eyewitnesses of 
Christ could report about the wonder of His coming, 
His power, and His love. Though you might not be 
an eyewitness of Jesus in the flesh, you can consider 
yourself a heartwitness of what He has done in your 
life. Take a cue from the shepherds: tell people about 
the great news and rejoice and give thanks for what 
He has done!

It is our privilege to pray for 
staff working at the library on 
Moody’s Chicago campus. 
Ask the Lord to use Amy 
Fields, Jillian Huff, Lorilee 
Johnson, Amy Koehler, 
and James Preston to 
provide students and 
faculty with quality 
resources and support.

Read: Luke 2:1–20

So they hurried 
off and found 

Mary and Joseph, 
and the baby, 
who was lying 
in the manger.

Luke 2:16

Thursday, March 1
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We now receive more information than at 
any previous time in history. Twitter alone 
recorded 200 million tweets per day by 
June 2011. The Internet, email, and e-
readers enable people to have news in 
their hands within seconds.

The Holy Spirit works even better than 
any social media tool. Per-
haps the shepherds had 
done their jobs well and 
the word of Jesus’ birth 
had spread quickly, but 
Simeon didn’t really need 
to hear from them that the 
Lord’s Christ was being 
brought to the temple. He 
had been waiting to meet 
the true King of Israel, and he relied not 
on the words of men but on the leading of 
the Holy Spirit who was upon him.

Simeon’s account of meeting the newborn 
Savior was quite different than we might 
expect from someone laying eyes on a 
precious child. Not that he didn’t have the 
requisite joy that comes from seeing an in-
fant, but Simeon saw the purpose of Jesus’ 
life as he gazed upon Him. He also saw 
forward to both the encouragement and 
conflict He would bring, even the piercing 
loss Mary would experience when He was 

crucified (v. 35). Simeon understood that 
the good news of Christ came with some 
very troubling repercussions.

Anna’s encounter with Jesus and His 
family was probably triggered by Sim-
eon’s response to the baby, because she  
approached them immediately afterward 

(v. 38). But there was very 
little chance that any child 
could be brought to the 
temple for consecration 
without Anna noticing—
she was always there (v. 
37)! She had likely spent 
60 years as a widow, 
but she must have con-
sidered her life well spent 

when she laid eyes on Jesus. And her 
routine was transformed. She went from  
worshiping through fasting and prayer to 
proclaiming the news of Christ to those 
who had waited all their lives to see  
Jerusalem redeemed.

The next part of the story seems anti-
climactic. After all the celebration and 
praise and recognition that Jesus re-
ceived from those who knew who He 
was, He wasn’t ushered into royal courts 
or presented in grand public ceremonies. 
Joseph and Mary brought Jesus home.

Anna’s response was much like that of the shepherds, 
although she specifically told the good news to those 
who had been waiting for it. Like her, we can encour-
age the church with stories of Christ in our lives. But 
like Simeon, we must also appreciate the sobering  
reality that Jesus Christ causes both unity for those who 
believe and separation from those who dismiss Him. 
We are witnesses to a gospel that is both a cornerstone 
and a stumbling block.

Will you join us in pray-
ing for the Mail Center staff 
serving at Moody’s Chicago 
campus? May the Lord bless 
Brenda McLemore and Nga 
Tran with the wisdom to 
operate efficiently and the 
grace to maintain servants’ 
hearts day by day.

Read: Luke 2:22–40

For my eyes 
have seen your 

salvation.
Luke 2:30

Friday, March 2
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Micah prophesied in Judah at a time 
when Assyria was threatening the security 
of both the Southern and Northern King-
doms. Although Micah foretold Jerusa-
lem’s future glory, he also predicted that 
the city would first fall. Micah’s warnings 
of downfall were fulfilled at the hands of 
Babylon, but the promise of restoration 
sees its fulfillment in Christ.

At some point from  
Micah’s prophecy to the 
captivity to the birth of 
Christ (a span of more 
than 700 years), the 
prophecy of a new King 
of the Jews made its way 
into the annals of study in 
foreign lands. It had been 
given so much credence 
that Magi from a country east of Judah 
saw fit to travel to Jerusalem. And they 
didn’t come to see if the prophecy was 
true—they came as if they knew it was 
true (v. 2).

This must have happened at some point 
between the events we read about yester-
day and the family’s return to Nazareth 
(Luke 2:39), for the Magi found Jesus in 
Bethlehem (vv. 8–9). Many scholars have 
concluded that for various reasons Mary 

and Joseph had stayed in Bethlehem  
during Jesus’ infancy; note that Scripture 
describes their dwelling as a “house,” not 
a stable (v. 11). 

The personal encounter of the Magi with 
Christ took place in a humble house  
instead of a magnificent palace, but  

presenting gifts to a foreign 
child king was undoubt-
edly a customary practice. 
At last, Jesus was treated 
like royalty by dignitar-
ies as well as commoners  
(although it took quite 
some time for the people 
of authority to take notice; 
see v. 16).

The Magi worshiped, they 
gave gifts, and then they heeded a dream 
from the Lord and took a different road 
home. They learned that, although Jesus 
was a king foretold by ancient words and 
celebrated by celestial bodies, He was 
not even recognized by the government 
under which He lived. Both the Magi and 
Herod had information about the true 
identity of Jesus. The Magi came to wor-
ship this child; Herod sought to destroy 
Him. The Magi brought gifts; Herod un-
leashed the sword. 

The Magi gave gifts to Jesus, even though they could 
see from meeting Him that He was unlike any earthly 
king they had ever met. So how should we, who know 
Jesus to be the King of kings, appreciate Him? By  
generously giving Him all that we have and all that we 
are. If we believe His Word is true, we cannot be stin-
gy with our gifts. He deserves our treasure, our time, 
and our devotion.

Dr. John Jelinek, Vice 
President and Dean of Moody 
Theological Seminary, 
requests your prayers for 
today’s Service in the City, 
an annual outreach in 
Chicago. May hundreds 
of people encounter Jesus 
as they interact with 
our students!

Read: Matthew 2:1–12

Out of you will 
come for me one 
who will be ruler 

over Israel.
Micah 5:2

Saturday, March 3
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Wolfgang Mozart was performing on 
concert tours before he was 10 years old. 
Jessica Watson sailed around the world 
alone at the age of 16. Tathagat Avatar 
Tulsi earned his Ph.D. in physics by the 
time he was 22.

Exceptional young people are capable 
of amazing accomplish-
ments, but the demonstra-
tion of spiritual wisdom by 
the boy Jesus surpasses 
them all. Maybe it was bet-
ter that no one understood 
what Jesus said. He was 
12 years old, He hadn’t 
yet come of age, but He 
also had amazed the on-
lookers in the temple with 
His understanding. Per-
haps His most important piece of wisdom 
was lost on all who heard: Jesus said He 
was busy about His Father’s affairs.

There is confusion even today about 
what exactly Jesus said in verse 49. Was 
He saying He had to be in His Father’s 
house or that He had to be involved in 
His Father’s work? The former would  
relate more directly to His question, “Why 
were you searching for me?” But the  
latter explanation better applies to Mary’s 

question of why Jesus stayed behind. His 
purpose wasn’t simply to be in a certain 
place but to begin to do the work His 
heavenly Father intended.

Whatever Jesus meant to say, Mary and 
Joseph did not comprehend it. And the 
truth is, if they or anyone else had, the 

repercussions could have 
been severe. In John’s 
Gospel, when Jesus dis-
missed complaints about 
healing on the Sabbath by 
saying that He was about 
the work of His Father, 
the response was angry.  
People wanted to kill Him, 
not for doing the Lord’s 
work but for saying that 
God was His personal 

Father. It was tantamount to equating 
Himself with God (John 5:18)! True as 
the statement was, many of the religious 
leaders could not comprehend how this 
statement could be coherent with their 
idea of one God. 

As it was, everyone—leaders and laymen 
alike—was amazed by the boy Jesus. 
What’s interesting is that they marveled 
at the understanding He displayed and 
His understanding of the Word of God. 

We can take to heart the reaction of these eyewitness-
es as we pray each day. What do you request most 
often from God? Material provision? Physical health? 
Safety? God has the power to answer them. But why 
not ask first and foremost for greater understanding 
of God and His Word? We desire this not to show off 
or impress others, but so that we, like Jesus, can be 
about our Father’s business. May we never cease to be 
amazed by and to thirst for His wisdom.

Will you remember in prayer 
the administration and 
support staff at Moody 
Theological Seminary—
Michigan? Ask the Lord to 
give Brian Mollenkamp and 
Micah Jelinek great joy as 
they serve Him today.

Read: Luke 2:41–51

My Father is 
always at his work 
to this very day, 

and I too 
am working.

John 5:17

Sunday, March 4
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Christopher Columbus has become one 
of history’s most controversial figures. 
While his accomplishments required great  
courage and innovation, many people 
accuse him of brutality and arrogance. 
His detractors bristle especially at the 
claim that Columbus “discovered” Amer-
ica when various people groups had in-
habited the land for ages.

Philip made an even larger 
exaggeration by his word 
choice in verse 45: “We 
have found the one Moses 
wrote about in the Law” 
(emphasis added). John 
made it very clear that 
it was Jesus who found 
Philip (v. 43). Given the circumstanc-
es, perhaps we should excuse Philip’s  
excitement, for he really had encoun-
tered the One “about whom the prophets  
also wrote.” 

Jesus quickly showed these men that He 
was unlike any teacher they had ever 
known. It’s likely that Jesus had some 
interaction with Philip prior to extending 
that most important of invitations: “Fol-
low me” (v. 43). Not so with Nathanael. 
Nathanael had blurted out his honest 
feelings about Nazareth and its inhabit-

ants. Sometimes the targets of our deep-
est prejudice become the way that God 
reveals something about our true hearts 
and our need for Him. 

Nathanael was astounded by Jesus’ state-
ment about his character and even more 
so by His ability to have seen Nathana-

el before He had even  
approached. Nathanael’s 
response indicates this 
was a supernatural obser-
vation (v. 49). Jesus was 
more than a rabbi, more 
than a teacher. With one 
simple gesture of personal 
attention and powerful 
knowledge from Jesus, 

Nathanael was convinced He was the 
Son of God.

Jesus had loftier goals in mind than to  
impress these new followers with signs 
and wonders. He not only promised to 
show them heaven and its angels but 
also directly indicated that He was the 
Son of Man, the one sent from heaven to 
represent God and to redeem His fellow 
man. Jesus showed them the truth of His  
identity as part of showing them the way 
to glory. And He invited them to join Him 
on this mission.

After Philip slightly boasted about finding Jesus,  
Nathanael marveled at how Jesus had already known 
him. Dwell on that thought for a few moments today: 
Jesus knew you before you ever began looking for 
Him. He is not simply the “right answer” that any of us 
found or discovered. He knew us and rescued us. And 
He has invited us to join Him on a journey of witness 
to the world. Thank Him today for His personal love  
and understanding!

Continuing our prayers for 
MTS—Michigan, please lift 
up in prayer Student Services: 
Nicole Johnson and Paul 
Wilson. Thank God for their 
commitment to caring for 
the needs of the Christian 
ministry leaders receiving 
training at MTS–Michigan.

Read: John 1:43–51

Follow me.
John 1:43

Monday, March 5
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Few modern experiences provide the 
same level of frustration as trying to call a 
customer-service number. You first have 
to navigate what’s called a phone tree 
or menu: “Press 1 for accounts, press  
2 for billing, press 3 for returns, press 
4 for customer satisfaction . . .” If you  
finally reach an actual person, he or  
she might not have the  
authority to actually  
resolve your issue. 

The teachers of the law in 
Jesus’ day appeared to be 
of little service to the people 
they taught. Though they 
claimed to be subject to 
the law, they often wielded 
it as their own weapon 
of oppression. Jesus was  
different. Mark first pointed out the  
authority of His teaching. The Pharisees 
may have been authoritative in their 
heavy-handed politics, but not in their 
teaching. But authoritative teaching 
wasn’t the only difference—Jesus had 
spiritual authority as well.

Even the demonic spirit who possessed 
this man recognized who Jesus was, and 
the demon was clearly troubled. Scripture 

doesn’t clearly state why Jesus quieted 
the demon. It could have been to prevent 
publicizing His identity as the Son of God 
so early in His ministry. He may have just 
been acting out of compassion for the 
man. Jesus may have also taken particu-
lar offense at hearing an unclean entity 
speaking His holy name. 

We don’t know the defini-
tive answer to “why,” but 
the “how” is unmistakable. 
Jesus’ authority extended 
to the spiritual world, and 
the demon obeyed Jesus 
and left the man. He also 
opened the eyes of the 
crowd. His authority was 
unique, and His teaching 
was new (v. 27). 

The response of the teachers of the law 
demonstrated that the only alternative 
they could offer was to point out people’s 
weaknesses, recite from the laws they 
had added to and manipulated, and urge 
the people to attain righteousness on their 
own. Jesus, though, could help. He taught 
with authority and ruled with power. And 
with this power, He offered hope.

As is often the response to Jesus, news of this event 
traveled fast. People told about His wonderful works, 
and the reaction of these eyewitnesses that we can 
share as our own today is amazement. Be amazed at 
who Jesus is. He has authority over the evil we face. He 
reigns sovereign over the spirits that threaten us. And 
because of His power, we can trust Him to help us no 
matter what we face!

Will you join us in thanking 
God for faculty teaching at 
Moody Theological Semi-
nary’s campus in Michigan? 
Praise the Lord for Raju Kun-
jummen, Eugene Mayhew, 
Eric Moore, John Restum, 
and Joseph Tucker who are 
helping students gain greater 
effectiveness in ministry.

Read: Mark 1:21–28

All authority in 
heaven and on 
earth has been 
given to me.
Matthew 28:18
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Many reality television competitions such 
as American Idol and The Biggest Loser 
feature homecoming episodes during 
which the finalists or winners are greeted 
in their hometowns with elaborate cel-
ebrations, parades, and heart-wrenching 
reunions. The newfound celebrity of a 
hometown hero is shared by the excited 
inhabitants who “knew 
them when.”

It was a much different  
story for Jesus, because 
Jesus was not a celebrity. 
That is, His mission was 
never to become famous 
or popular. He didn’t come 
to earth to gain wealth or 
political power. He want-
ed only to do the work of 
His Father. When Jesus appeared in the 
synagogue at His hometown, the initial 
reception and expectations were similar 
to a celebrity homecoming (v. 22). But 
it was clear to Jesus that the people ex-
pected Him to put on a show for them or 
to bring glory to Nazareth. They seemed 
to want entertainment and prestige. They 
obviously weren’t clear on the terms of 
His true mission.

Jesus confronted their unspoken expecta-
tions with a blunt truth about His ministry: 
He wasn’t playing favorites. Jesus wasn’t 
in the entertainment business. He didn’t 
come for the benefit of those who lived 
around Him or who just wanted to be 
inspired by His power. He wasn’t even 
choosing the people to whom He would 

minister. Jesus, like Elijah 
and Elisha, was acting as 
a servant to the Father’s 
will, not popular opinion.

Because of that, this  
particular group of eye-
witnesses had a reaction 
very different from that 
of the other eyewitnesses 
we’ve studied thus far. If 
a public-opinion poll had 

been conducted, Jesus’ approval rating 
would be below single digits—they want-
ed to throw Him off a cliff! And Jesus’ 
main offense in their eyes was failing to 
treat them to the show they were hoping 
to enjoy. Those witnesses would describe 
Jesus as rude or stubborn because their 
perception was clouded by complete lack 
of interest in the mission of Christ. They 
were offended by His words because they 
were ignorant of His plans.

How often do we interpret Scripture through the eyes 
of what we want? Or are you tempted to judge a  
service or a sermon on how entertained you felt or how 
much you enjoyed the experience? To truly be in the 
service of Christ, we must care more about the work of 
God than about our own feelings. Jesus came that we 
would believe in Him, not to be entertained by Him.

Your prayers will be an 
encouragement to Dr. Paul 
Nyquist, Moody’s President, 
and his Executive Administra-
tive Assistant, Judy Sandiford. 
Please ask the Lord to give 
them perseverance and 
strength as they oversee the 
implementation of Moody’s 
new strategic direction.

Read: Luke 4:14–30

The Lord has 
anointed me to 
proclaim good 

news to the poor.
Isaiah 61:1
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Research shows that as few as 5 percent 
of the world’s population is susceptible to 
leprosy, even if the people were exposed 
to the bacteria that cause the disease. 
But because the effects of leprosy are so  
visible and so disturbing, the stigma upon 
people who are infected has usually  
resulted in near-total social isolation,  
especially in the years before 
a treatment was known.

For the man with leprosy 
in today’s reading, ap-
proaching Jesus was itself 
a deviation from the social 
and religious codes. Any-
one infected with leprosy 
was ceremonially unclean 
and required to live alone (Lev. 13:46). 
But Jesus wasn’t concerned with this 
breach in protocol, because the condition 
of the man’s faith was quite healthy. The 
leper didn’t even request that Jesus heal 
him—he simply stated that if He were 
willing, Jesus had the power to do so  
(v. 2). After rewarding the man’s faith 
by healing him, Jesus also asked that he 
tell no one of this miracle, only to follow 
the procedures for ceremonial cleansing  
(cf. Lev. 14:1–32).

The other eyewitness of Jesus’ power was 
a Roman centurion who showed great 
compassion for his servant, genuine  
humility about how undeserving he was 
to welcome someone as important as  
Jesus into his home, and incredible faith 
in the sovereign power of the Lord. Not 
only did Jesus heal the man’s servant 

without even seeing him, 
He was astonished by the 
magnitude of the man’s 
faith, partly because he 
was foreign to the religious 
culture of Israel.

It was a revealing clue 
about the spiritual climate 
of Israel at that time. The 

greatest faith Jesus had witnessed came 
from a Roman military commander. 
The man healed of leprosy had to be 
kept quiet to avoid angering the Jewish 
leaders. Jesus was ministering in a set-
ting in which disease seemed preferable 
to true faith. But even then, people from 
unexpected situations and places exhib-
ited real faith, and they were able to  
witness the incomparable love, power, and  
salvation of Christ.

Our culture today often seems to prefer sickness or  
sorrow to saving faith in Christ. We can rest assured 
that we bear witness to the same Jesus today who 
showed His power and mercy during His life on earth. 
We can still cry out to Him, “Lord, I believe you can do 
it—even though I don’t know how!” He is still a God 
who works miracles, including the greatest miracle of 
all: extending salvation to sinners.

The Public Relations team—
Lindsey Zarob and Brian 
Regnerus—welcomes your 
prayer support today. Let’s 
request that the Father help 
them communicate creatively 
and effectively with employ-
ees, students, and friends of 
the Institute.

Read: Matthew 8:1–13

Lord, if you are 
willing, you can 
make me clean.

Matthew 8:2
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Baseball in the living room. Singing opera 
in the library. Preparing dinner in a busy 
intersection. The activity itself is fine—but 
it becomes wholly inappropriate in the 
wrong context. In this same way, sell-
ing sacrificial animals would have been  
perfectly fine in the right setting. The  
sacrificial system necessitated the sale of 
animals to those who didn’t 
own their own creatures to 
offer for sacrifice, but the 
transactions had no place 
in the temple courts desig-
nated for worship. Turn-
ing the temple courts into 
a storefront was a drastic 
case of doing the right 
thing in the wrong place.

The drastic violation called 
for a drastic response from Jesus, and  
His zealous rage recalled the words of 
Psalm 69 in which David lamented the 
persecution he faced from his own people 
(Ps. 69:8–9). Jesus’ disciples noticed, but 
the Jews He was rebuking did not. They 
saw Him take charge of activity around 
the temple, and they heard Him call it 
the house of His Father. This led them 
to clamor for a sign proving He had the 
right to do so—apparently His miracle of 

turning water into wine didn’t meet their 
standards (v. 11).

This particular set of eyewitnesses wanted 
to see something unforgettable, something 
that proved to them beyond doubt that  
Jesus was Messiah. Instead He gave them 
words about the most miraculous sign that 

was still to come, the one 
many of them would fail 
to acknowledge: His res-
urrection. The Jews in the 
temple found Jesus’ words 
to be a preposterous claim 
of being able to rebuild 
the remarkable structure of 
Herod’s temple. Jesus was 
actually making a much 
more outlandish claim—
that He would nonetheless 

fulfill through God’s greatest triumph in 
His resurrection.

Some did believe in Jesus based on 
His miracles (v. 23), but, interestingly 
enough, Jesus did not find them trustwor-
thy (v. 24). Jesus knew, without report 
or background check, what people were 
like, and He knew that many who showed 
interest in the show of His miraculous 
power would leave His side when they 
found the truth objectionable.

We can learn much from the vantage point of today’s 
eyewitnesses, including the fact that the mission of 
Christ isn’t always pleasant. Not everyone will respond 
to the gospel with joy and acceptance. And there are 
some wrongs, like the elevation of monetary gain over 
godly worship, that should be neither tolerated nor 
mildly addressed. Ask God for the courage to address 
sin with the boldness He prescribes and the discretion 
to temper it with mercy and grace.

The Commons staff—Louis 
Ballasch, Lillie Hill, and 
Elouise Peace—provides 
meals and snacks to Moody’s 
faculty and staff. May this 
team find great fulfillment in 
supporting Moody’s educa-
tion, radio, and publishing 
ministries by offering nourish-
ment to employees.

Read: John 2:13–25

Destroy this 
temple, and I will 
raise it again in 

three days.
John 2:19
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November 22, 1963, is a date remem-
bered by most people as the day John 
F. Kennedy was assassinated. Students of 
history will remember that two renowned 
authors passed away just about an hour 
before Kennedy and within minutes of 
each other: C. S. Lewis and Aldous Hux-
ley. All three deaths were noteworthy, 
but one attracted far more 
publicity than the others.

In our reading today, we 
find three miraculous works 
by Jesus that happened at 
this house in Capernaum. 
Usually only one of these 
gets the most attention, so 
we will try to examine all 
three today and see how 
they are connected.

To modern audiences, the most familiar 
aspect of this story might be the act of 
the man’s friends, lowering him down 
through an opening they made in the 
roof. Their act of faith precipitated an  
astounding miracle: Jesus telling the par-
alytic that his sins were forgiven—and 
then instructing him to take up his mat 
and walk (vv. 5, 9). 

Jesus knew the thoughts of the teachers 
of the law who were in attendance, that 
they were silently appalled at His state-
ment of forgiveness. So Jesus Himself 
asks the question, “Which is easier?” The 
question implies that anyone can walk 
around saying they offer forgiveness of 
sins. Jesus went beyond pronouncement 

to proof: the paralyzed 
man now walked. The eye-
witnesses to this event had 
a choice. They could be 
upset because Jesus had 
demonstrated that He had 
the power to forgive sins, 
or they could believe. 

Jesus demonstrated that 
He could forgive sins, 
know the private thoughts 

of others, and heal the paralyzed man to 
full strength (v. 12). As the Son of God, 
Jesus didn’t have to try any harder to 
know a man’s thoughts than He did to 
heal paralysis. But knowing a thought 
is momentary. Healing a malady is  
temporary. The forgiveness of sins? That’s  
eternal. Jesus offered the man—and all 
the eyewitnesses present—the opportu-
nity to be forgiven through belief in Him. 

Jesus saw the faith of the man and his friends and said, 
“Son, your sins are forgiven” (v. 5). You may never 
have witnessed a paralytic lowered through a ceiling 
or healed with mere words, but if you have faith in 
Christ, you are an eyewitness to His greatest miracle: 
the redemption of a sinner. Whatever stress or worry 
you may face, find rest in that truth and praise Jesus 
for His power to heal, to know, and to save.

As spring break begins for 
Moody students today, let’s 
pray for those who will be 
traveling on ministry trips, 
across the country and 
around the world. Please 
ask the Lord for safety and 
boldness to deliver the gospel 
so that many lives might be 
transformed by Christ.

Read: Mark 2:1–12

The Son of Man 
has authority 
on earth to 
forgive sins.

Mark 2:10
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One technique great interviewers use is 
to keep their subject talking if possible, 
even during the “off the record” lulls in 
the formal interview. They know that the 
most interesting part of a conversation 
usually happens on a tangent from the 
direct question. 

In today’s reading, Jesus 
opens the conversation 
with the woman at the well 
by asking for a drink of 
water. There’s no account 
in Scripture that Jesus 
ever got that drink—but 
of course, like a skilled in-
terviewer, Jesus was using 
that request to open the 
door to a more important 
conversation. He cared 
more about the woman’s spiritual thirst 
than his own physical refreshment.

Jesus was tired, and His disciples had 
left to find food after a long journey, 
which had been triggered by increased  
scrutiny from the Pharisees. Jesus had  
every earthly reason to be tired or 
stressed. But after asking this outcast of a 
woman if she would draw some water for 
Him, He never again showed the slightest 
concern for His own needs. Most men in 

Jesus’ situation wouldn’t have spoken to 
her at all (v. 9), but Jesus gave her His 
full attention.

With Jesus’ full attention comes a person-
al understanding no one else can offer. 
He knew she had a thirst unquenchable 
by water (v. 14), He knew she had a 

past filled with regret, and 
He knew that her present  
situation was mired in sin 
(v. 18) Jesus also knew the 
limitations of the woman’s 
spiritual understanding, 
and He revealed a truth 
about Himself that would 
have caused riots in the 
context Jesus had left  
behind: He claimed to be 
Messiah (v. 26).

This story concludes with two sets of eye-
witnesses coming to two very different 
conclusions. The disciples were surprised 
to see Jesus talking to a woman but said 
nothing. The woman, on the other hand, 
was amazed at how well Jesus knew her 
and told everyone in town (v. 29). The 
power of Jesus’ words and the power of 
how well He knew people brought many 
Samaritans to faith (vv. 39–42). 

Here is another example of an eyewitness account with 
which we can completely identify. Jesus knows you as 
well as He knew that Samaritan woman. He knows 
you, your needs, and your failures, yet He loves you 
enough that He cares more about your welfare than 
His own—to the point that He died for you. Today,  
offer him both your deepest personal requests and 
your abundant thanksgiving for meeting your most 
heartfelt needs.

Will you lift up faculty and 
staff serving in the Music 
Department at Moody’s 
Undergraduate School in 
Chicago? May God 
empower Ronald Denison, 
David Gauger, Xiangtang 
Hong, Brant Hougas, and 
Lauren Quiles to prepare stu-
dents to serve Christ’s church.

Read: John 4:1–30

He did not need 
any testimony 

about mankind, for 
he knew what was 

in each person.
John 2:25
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In early 2011, a Swiss company by 
the name of Meteo Systems claimed to 
have developed a successful method for  
making it rain in the desert. The company 
boasted that they had created fifty storms 
in the Abu Dhabi desert, but meteorologi-
cal experts were highly pessimistic. The 
company would not release their data, 
and without the data from 
their research, people who 
understand weather best 
refused to believe anyone 
could control the rain to 
that degree.

No one in Jesus’ day 
would have understood 
the weather better than 
fishermen, which is one reason why 
the disciples were so shocked by what 
transpired on their trip across the Sea of  
Galilee. It’s possible that the disciples 
who reacted with the most fear were 
among the non-fishermen of the group, 
but the text makes it quite clear that the 
storm was extremely serious and the boat 
was in danger of being flooded (v. 37).

The wording in verse 36 can be confus-
ing—what did Mark mean when writing 
“they took him along, just as he was, in 

the boat”? It could be referring to the fact 
that Jesus was sleeping (completely fear-
lessly), but it also may more accurately 
be read as “just as he was in the boat,” 
which could indicate that Jesus climbed 
aboard before suggesting to the rest 
that they cross the water (likely in a few  
different boats).

What is perfectly clear is 
the stark contrast between 
Jesus’ unshakable calm 
and the panic that struck 
His disciples. They were so 
scared that they mistook 
the Lord’s peaceful de-
meanor for apathy toward 
their imminent doom. 

But soon their fear of the storm turned 
to awestruck reverence at the power of  
Jesus. They had seen Him cast out demons 
and heal the lame. They had confessed 
Him as Messiah. But this miracle left them 
questioning just who could be so pow-
erful. These eyewitnesses, who thought 
they knew more than anyone about the 
weather, were left almost speechless at 
the power of Jesus to control the wind 
and the waves.

So much of how Jesus relates to us leads to a sense of 
familiarity with Him, but make no mistake, His power 
is utterly awesome and beyond our comprehension. 
If you have the opportunity to enjoy the splendor of 
God’s creation today, stop to marvel at the fact that this 
great big world answers to the word of Jesus Christ. 
Your Friend and Savior has the power over any storm, 
whether in nature or in your personal life. The Lord of 
your heart is the Lord of all creation!

Continuing our prayers for 
Music Department faculty—
Jae Jang, Jori Jennings, Brian 
Lee, Betty-Ann Lynerd, and 
Elizabeth Naegele—please 
join us in asking the Lord to 
give these individuals passion 
and energy to invest in the 
lives of their students.

Read: Mark 4:35–41

Who is this? Even 
the wind and the 
waves obey him!

Mark 4:41
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One of the most popular videos on You-
Tube (currently at just under 3 million 
views) captures the reunion of a father 
and daughter. The father has been serv-
ing in Iraq; his 10-year-old daughter 
thinks she’s having just another ordinary 
day at school. The camera zooms to her 
face as someone walks in the door of her 
classroom—and she real-
izes that it’s her dad. What 
seemed like a regular day 
became an unforgettable 
experience.

Our passage today  
follows the account of Jesus 
feeding thousands from a 
paltry lunch. The disciples 
sailed away from the crowds that had just 
been fed, and Jesus withdrew to pray. As 
far as the disciples knew, nothing else  
tremendous was in store. They were back 
to their regular routine, with ordinary  
expectations. In yesterday’s applica-
tion, we discussed the risk of growing so  
familiar with Jesus that we fail to be awed 
by His power. The disciples fell victim to 
that very trap with hearts so hardened 
they missed the meaning of a miracle that 
happened right in front of them (v. 52).

While in the middle of the sea, the dis-
ciples struggled against the wind. They 
were not expecting to see Jesus. As read-
ers of the Gospels, we come across the 
miracles of Jesus as though they happened 
in quick succession—and they often did. 
But over the course of following Christ, 
the Twelve had begun to witness Jesus as 

their teacher and leader 
without remembering that 
the next miraculous work 
could be right around the 
corner. It seems that they 
could not grasp that Jesus’ 
power could be on display 
at any moment. In this 
case, it was just outside 
their boat. When Jesus 

appeared, they thought He was a ghost, 
failing to recognize Him because their 
hearts weren’t prepared to see Him.

Christ identified Himself, boarded the 
boat, and immediately the wind relented. 
Then a new band of eyewitnesses reacted 
with the expectations the disciples should 
have had all along. The people in Gen-
nesaret recognized Jesus immediately 
and ran to Him! Their hearts were filled 
with expectation and faith that Jesus 
could heal them (v. 56).

Do you call yourself a follower of Christ but expect 
nothing miraculous? Jesus can still amaze us. He still 
feeds us bountifully. He still shows up when we are des-
perate and in trouble. He is able to do infinitely more 
than we can imagine. One day, Jesus will again break 
into an ordinary day to call us to a beautiful, eter-
nal reunion with Him. When we pray, “Come quickly, 
Lord Jesus!” we testify to His power and faithfulness.

Concluding our prayers for 
faculty in the Music Depart-
ment, please remember Gary 
Rownd, H. E. Singley, Terry 
Strandt, Cynthia Uitermarkt, 
and Un-Young Whang. 
Praise the Lord for their 
commitment to training the 
next generation of worship 
leaders and musicians!

Read: Mark 6:45–56

Take courage! It is 
I. Don’t be afraid.

Mark 6:50
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Some American Christian leaders have 
gained notoriety for interpreting every 
global tragedy or disaster to a specific 
sin of the people affected. Scripture  
informs us that tragedy, sorrow, and  
disaster might have many causes, and 
it’s often not obvious what that reason is. 
Certainly not every tragic event is a call 
to repentance. Sometimes 
God uses suffering as a 
showcase for His compas-
sion and His glory.

Today’s passage begins 
simply enough, but it  
includes a variety of audi-
ences who see the events 
very differently. In many 
of the other instances of 
healing we’ve studied, Je-
sus responds to the faith of the individual 
or their request to be healed, but this was 
different. This time, the blind man didn’t 
know who Jesus was, but Jesus saw that 
the occasion had been ordained by God 
as an opportunity to do His work (v. 3). 

The Pharisees did all they could to deny 
that this was a miracle. They were will-
fully blind to what Jesus had done and 
wanted to focus only on their perceived 

violation of the rules of the Sabbath  
(v. 16). Some struggled with the evidence 
that a true miracle occurred. The man’s 
parents could see that a miracle of this 
nature could only be done by the Christ, 
but they could also see that the Pharisees 
would punish them if they admitted as 
much (v. 22).

The healed man still 
had difficulty seeing the  
spiritual battle playing 
out before him. He didn’t  
understand who Jesus 
was, which meant he 
didn’t understand why the 
Pharisees were so agitated 
by the miracle he had  
experienced (v. 27).  
With his limited under-

standing and newfound sight, he under-
stood enough: only a godly man could 
have performed such a powerful miracle 
(v. 33). 

When he reunited with Christ, he finally 
had the truth of Jesus’ identity spelled out 
for him. With his spiritual sight awakened 
and his physical sight restored, the man 
declared, “Lord, I believe!” and wor-
shiped His Healer and Savior (v. 38). 

God delights to turn the blind into eyewitnesses, the 
mute into choirs of praise, the timid into courageous 
testifiers to His truth. He allows circumstances that 
threaten to overwhelm us, and then empowers us to 
give glory to God. If God has delivered you from 
something, share that story with someone else as your 
own eyewitness account of His salvation and heal-
ing. May we never be spiritually blind to His work in  
our lives.

Will you mention Dr. Tom 
Shaw, Vice President of 
Student Services, in your 
prayers? May the Lord guide 
him as he provides leadership 
for departments such as 
the Alumni Association, 
Admissions, Student Devel-
opment, Food Service, and 
Career Development. 

Read: John 9:1–41

Out of gloom and 
darkness the eyes 

of the blind 
will see.

Isaiah 29:18
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What does it mean to 
“stand in the gap” for in-
dividuals in prayer?

A gap or a breach in a city’s 
wall was an opening that an 
enemy made in order to enter 
the city and destroy its inhabit-

ants. The only way to prevent the enemy from 
entering the city through the breach was for 
a warrior to risk his life and literally stand in 
the wall’s opening and fight back the enemy. 
To “stand in the gap” means to intercede in 
prayer on someone’s behalf. The metaphor 
of standing in the gap on someone’s behalf 
in prayer comes from the experience of liter-
ally standing in a wall’s breach (Ps. 106:23; 
Ezek 13:5, 22:30). Our intercession for oth-
ers means that we are joining them in fight-
ing against spiritual enemies through prayer. 

Are there any Old Testa-
ment examples of some-
one standing in the gap 
in prayer?

Yes. The classic Old Testament 
example is Moses. When Israel 
made a golden calf and wor-
shiped it, their idolatry angered 

the Lord to the extent that He was going to 
destroy them as a people! Moses, however, 
stood in the breach for Israel when he im-
plored God on their behalf (Ps. 106:23), 
reminding God of His reputation before the 
world and His covenant promises. As a re-
sult of Moses’ fervent pleading with God, the 
Lord did not destroy Israel (Ex. 32:7–14).   

Does standing in the gap 
point to character of the 
intercessor?

Yes, it does. Standing in the gap 
for someone shows a love and 
understanding of God Himself 
and His ways. God has made 

our intercessory prayers a part of His sov-
ereign plan. Standing in the gap also dem-
onstrates love and concern for other people. 
In Moses’ case, it was obvious that he had a 
deep love for unworthy and stubborn people 
and was concerned about them, instead of 
his own advancement (Ex. 32:10–11).   

I was in class the other 
day, and my professor 
(at a secular university) 
said that she did not be-

lieve in predestination, because if 
God chose some and did not choose 
others then that means that those 
not chosen automatically go to hell. 
Can you help me sort through this 
matter?

Your professor’s statement does 
not show the complexity and 
tension of the issue. Thought-
ful Christians have tried to sort 

through the doctrines of election and predes-
tination for the last two thousand years! It 
seems to me that the Scripture teaches three 
truths about this issue: (1) God the Father 
chose every follower of Christ in Christ be-
fore the foundation of the world, predestin-
ing them to salvation and full conformity to 
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Our good works cannot save us, but we do good works  
because we are saved.

Christ (Rom. 8:28–30; Eph. 1:3–5). This is a 
choice and destiny of grace from all eternity, 
not dependent on any merit within the per-
son chosen.
 
(2) Christ died on the cross for the entire hu-
man family (1 Tim. 2:3–6; 1 John 2:1–2), but 
each one of us is responsible to believe the 
gospel, receiving Christ in faith (John 3:16, 
5:24; Acts 16:30–31; 2 Peter 3:9). The sov-
ereignty of God in election and predestina-
tion does not eliminate our responsibility to 
trust Christ for salvation.

(3) God has chosen to allow some people 
to reject His Son and to experience the eter-
nal consequence of that decision. People are 
in hell not so much because God sent them 
there, but because they chose to go there, 
rejecting Christ as their personal Lord and 
Savior (Matt. 25:41–46; John 3:3, 16–21;  
2 Peter 3:9; Rev. 20:11–15). 

How am I supposed to 
resolve the tension be-
tween God’s sovereignty 
and our responsibility to 

believe the gospel?

Dear follower of Christ, the 
tension between God’s sover-
eignty and our responsibility 
to believe the gospel cannot be 

resolved in this life. We must hold on rigor-
ously to both of these truths in order to be 
true to Scripture. We must not set aside one 

at the expense of the other. We must believe 
all that the Bible declares about God’s sover-
eignty (Rom. 9:19–33) and human responsi-
bility (Rom. 10:5–21).  

Since we are saved by 
God’s grace and mercy, 
why should we do good 
works?

The fact that God by His grace 
and mercy actually saves sin-
ful people like us is stunning! 
When we receive Christ as our 

personal Lord and Savior, God lavishes His 
grace and mercy on us (Eph. 1:8). In sal-
vation God gives us a new nature: the Holy 
Spirit Himself takes up residence in us. The 
saving work of God in a person’s life is a 
stupendous reality, and this reality should be 
expressed in a person’s subsequent life. After 
salvation we live a life of good works to show 
the reality of what Christ has done in our 
lives (Eph. 2:8–10). Our good works cannot 
save us, but we do good works because we 
are saved (Titus 2:11–14).

Continued from previous page
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Hollywood producers and moviegoers 
share a dark fascination with the subject 
of demons and possession. Horror and 
suspense films about fallen angels tap into 
one of humanity’s most harrowing fears: 
that the presence of evil in this world is 
real and dangerous. Today’s passage 
acknowledges that this is true, but it 
also shows that Jesus has  
sovereign authority over 
all demons and spirits.

The action described in 
Luke 8 conveys a cinemat-
ic sense of terror. The poor 
possessed man was forced 
by multiple demons to live 
homeless and naked, re-
siding in tombs, an abso-
lutely tortured existence. 
But when Jesus arrived on the scene, it 
was the demons who were in terror. Even 
as Luke describes the chains that were too 
feeble to restrict the power of the demons 
over the possessed man, those same de-
mons cried out in abject fear of being 
bound by the power of the Lord.

The interchange reveals two startling 
theological truths. First, the demons  

recognized that Jesus had the author-
ity to cast them into the Abyss, which is 
referenced in Revelation 9 as well as the 
chapters that follow as a place where 
the Beast and his dark forces are held in 
between their scourges upon the earth in 
the end times (cf. Rev. 20:3). It’s unclear 
exactly why Jesus agreed to their request 

to be cast into pigs, but 
it may not have been the  
appointed time for Jesus to 
punish them in this way.

Second, the fact of Jesus’ 
authority over the demons 
was certainly established, 
much to the terror of the 
watching crowd and the 
delighted relief of the man 
who had been freed from 

spiritual enslavement. In ironic contrast 
to the request of the demons, the man’s 
pleas to join Jesus on His journey were 
declined (v. 38). Jesus wanted him to 
stay and spread the word of his free-
dom to everyone who had witnessed his  
torment. Jesus had banished the cries 
of the demons; now He wanted the man  
to be a voice of praise and testimony in 
that place.

What the world views as scary and menacing, Jesus 
Christ sees as yet another subject to His sovereign 
power. We would be mistaken to ignore the reality of 
demons in our midst, but we can have faith that Jesus 
reigns supreme and protects us. This complex yet fasci-
nating topic warrants further study. Try reading Angels: 
Elect and Evil by Fred Dickason, or ask your pastor for 
other recommendations on this subject.

More than 40,000 Moody 
alumni are serving Christ 
around the world as pastors, 
missionaries, teachers, and 
more. Please join us in ask-
ing the Lord to use Nancy 
Hastings, Executive Director 
of the Alumni Association, to 
encourage this global com-
munity of Christian leaders.

Read: Luke 8:26–39

When he opened 
the Abyss, smoke 
rose from it like 

the smoke from a 
gigantic furnace.

Revelation 9:2
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When studying Jesus’ approach to  
various people, it seems that He gen-
erally responded harshly to those 
who lacked faith or opposed Him and 
warmly to people who had faith or who 
humbly sought His help. But today’s pas-
sage flies in the face of that trend, at 
least the way it is translated. This ap-
parent change from what 
we otherwise expect 
to see in a story about  
Jesus should catch our  
attention. Today we’ll  
examine the passage 
from two perspectives.

First we’ll look at it 
from the position of the  
disciples. Jesus had led 
them out of the region  
during a time of in-
creased aggression from the Pharisees, 
and it was His desire to keep their 
place of temporary residence a secret 
(see today’s key verse from the parallel 
passage in Mark 7). The disciples were 
not interested in being discovered, 
and likely wanted a rest from their 
travels with Jesus. This rings true with 
Jesus’ statement about taking bread 
from the children: the disciples were 
His closest followers, and it would 

be wrong to neglect their needs in  
favor of someone who didn’t follow Je-
sus (v. 27). 

From the woman’s perspective, howev-
er, hearing Jesus imply that He wasn’t 
sent for her people seems to run coun-
ter to the very pronouncement of Jesus’ 

birth (“good news that 
will cause great joy for 
all the people; Luke 2:10, 
emphasis added). She  
had approached Jesus 
with faith. Did He truly  
intend to dismiss her as 
not part of God’s plan 
of redemption, salvation, 
and healing? 

One possible explanation 
for the tone in this pas-

sage is that Jesus’ reply in verse 24 may 
have been directed at the disciples. He 
used the same word for send that the 
disciples used asking to send the wom-
an away; this text would literally read, 
“I was not sent (or sent away) but for 
the lost sheep of Israel.” What seems 
callous may have actually been great 
compassion for her suffering. Jesus did 
commend her faith, and He healed her 
daughter.

We know from studying the Gospels on the whole that 
Jesus had great compassion for those who suffered and 
that He responded favorably to this particular woman’s 
expression of faith. We may have trouble interpret-
ing the nuances of the Greek language, but there’s no 
mistaking Jesus’ eternal love for us. Take comfort that 
no matter where we stand on the social ladder, Jesus 
stands beside us in love. We should extend that love to 
others, no matter where they stand, either.

Moody’s education and 
radio ministries are funded 
by partners who give gen-
erously to Moody. Praise 
God for Ken Heulitt, Chief 
Financial Officer, and the 
members of his teams who 
seek to be good stewards 
of the gifts that are faith-
fully entrusted to Moody.

Read: Matthew 15:21–28

He entered a 
house and did not 
want anyone to 
know it; yet he 

could not keep his 
presence secret.

Mark 7:24
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When politicians run for office, they  
usually try to portray themselves as an 
Everyman or Everywoman. They recount 
their hardscrabble family history (even 
if they are currently fabulously wealthy). 
They talk about their humble small-town 
origins (even if they haven’t lived there 
for years). The reason is that politicians 
want to appear relatable, 
with qualities that the av-
erage voter might share.

Most of what eyewitnesses 
observed of Jesus was 
the stuff of extraordinary 
wonder. His birth was 
announced by angels. 
He taught like no other 
teacher could. He knew 
people more deeply than 
even their closest friends. Those are the 
things that set Jesus apart, the things that 
deserve our worship and amazement.

Today’s passage contains similar ele-
ments, but it begins with a moment in 
which Jesus showed an emotion that we 
can all relate to. Jesus was deeply moved 
by the loss of His friend Lazarus. How  
often have well-meaning friends advised 
us not to weep for the dead in Christ  
because we know we’ll be reunited in 

glory? Well, Jesus wept for the death of 
His friend who would return to their midst 
in mere moments. Yes, we have hope, but 
death is reason for mourning.

Many of the eyewitnesses who identified 
with Jesus’ grief quickly saw their tears 
turn to joy and their disappointment 

turn to faith (v. 45). The  
purpose for the delay in 
Jesus’ response showed 
that He wasn’t raising a 
friend from the dead for 
selfish motives. He allowed 
a friend to die to bring 
greater glory to God and 
to draw people to faith in 
Him. But as was always 
the case, the reaction from 
those who opposed Jesus 

was anything but joyful.

Jesus could continue doing miracles, 
which would cause many people to be-
lieve in Him, but His mission was not to 
prevent all people from dying simply by 
temporarily raising them as He did with 
Lazarus. He would die—and rise again 
in permanent resurrection—so that all 
who believe in Him, not just among the 
Jews but from all nations, might live  
(v. 52).

We can rejoice that Jesus will bring the ultimate  
resolution to all our sufferings, but in the here-and-now 
it can be frustrating to wait. Take heart in the fact that 
while we await Jesus’ return and His redemption of His 
creation, Jesus relates to our suffering. He weeps with 
us. He mourns the death of His loved ones. He doesn’t 
ignore our pain, He knows our pain, and in that we 
should find unlimited grace and peace.

Continuing our prayers for 
Moody’s finances, let’s lift up 
Investment Accounting: 
Daphne Hussey, Marilou 
Logan, Andrea Palmer-Reed, 
Tonya Reed, and Sri Santoso. 
Praise God for these employ-
ees who are using their skills 
to serve the Lord at Moody.

Read: John 11:38–53

Did I not tell you 
that if you believe, 

you will see the 
glory of God?

John 11:40
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Tradition held that they should shout,  
“Unclean!” People afflicted with leprosy 
or any of a variety of other infectious skin 
diseases were forbidden from blending 
in with the rest of society. They were their 
own community, but it was a community 
of discomfort, exile, and despair. Then 
Jesus walked by, and the ten lepers in  
today’s passage saw hope  
incarnate walk past them. 
So they made the most of 
their opportunity.

They didn’t approach  
Jesus directly; they stood 
at a distance as they were 
supposed to. But rather 
than announce the stan-
dard warning of unclean-
ness, the ten men asked  
Jesus for pity. There was faith in their 
words alone, as it seems clear that what 
they requested from Jesus, whom they 
called “Master,” was the healing that they 
had undoubtedly heard He was capable 
of granting. Jesus’ power to heal any ail-
ment had already been well established.

While this story describes the power of 
Jesus, it is also a sad commentary on the 
spiritual condition of the people of Israel. 

Nine of the ten men left immediately,  
apparently without so much as a word of 
thanks. Their reaction resembled a crowd 
clamoring for autographs, only to dart 
away the moment they have their prize. 
Only one man responded.

That man, the eyewitness we should try 
most to emulate, was a  
foreigner, a Samaritan. The 
people who knew enough 
culturally and historically 
to anticipate the arrival 
of Messiah were already 
callous to His works, even 
the ones that transformed 
them personally. Yet we 
see repeated examples of 
Samaritans and Gentiles, 
who stood as outsiders to 

the faith of the Jews, praising Jesus for 
what He had done. 

Jesus told this lone grateful recipient of 
His grace to finally go and show the priest 
he had been cleansed, and only he was 
commended for his faith. He could con-
sider himself well physically and spiritually  
(v. 19). He was no longer unclean, but 
had both his skin and his heart made 
pure, clean, and whole.

Thankfulness can become a habit that we forget. Take 
some time today to express your gratitude to God for 
what He has done for you—and be specific. Then send 
some notes or emails of thanks to people in your life 
for how they have blessed you in ways big and small. 
When we practice the discipline of thankfulness, we’ll 
discover that we see evidence everywhere of God 
working in our lives.

Your prayers will be an 
encouragement to Elizabeth 
Brown, Vice President and 
General Counsel. Join us 
in asking the Father to give 
Elizabeth discernment as 
she provides legal counsel to 
Moody’s education, radio, 
and publishing ministries.

Read: Luke 17:11–19

Anyone with 
such a defiling 

disease must . . . 
cry out, “Unclean! 

Unclean!”
Leviticus 13:45
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Imagine a hospital filled with people who 
had been instantly and painlessly cured. 
As word has spread of the amazing 
wonders done in this place, it begins to 
overflow with patients who have received 
the healing they were hoping for, family 
and friends who rejoice in the miracles, 
and amazed onlookers who just want 
to be able to say they 
were there. It becomes so 
crowded that when genu-
inely sick people arrive 
asking for treatment, the 
celebrating crowds angrily 
demand that the sick leave 
immediately.

Today’s passage describes 
such a scenario precisely. 
Jesus had performed 
countless miracles to the awe of the  
people in cities, towns, and villages 
across Israel. He was being followed from 
town to town by large crowds who had 
grown fascinated with His teachings on 
the kingdom. Judging by their response 
to the pleas of mercy from the two blind 
men on the side of the road from Jericho, 
the people who were following Jesus 
(geographically speaking, at least) were 

distracted by grand thoughts of political 
triumph. The kingdom was coming, and 
they wanted be a part of it. The sick and 
lowly were not welcome.

Jesus saw things differently, and the blind 
men didn’t care what the crowds thought. 
They just cried out louder for Jesus to 

have mercy on them.  
Jesus made a point to ask 
them what they wanted. 
He didn’t need to ask; 
He knew they were blind. 
But amid the insensitive 
rebukes of the crowd, He 
gave the blind men a plat-
form to make their request, 
a considerable gesture of 
honor and compassion.

At this point in Jesus’ ministry, He didn’t 
need to tell the people to go and spread 
the news of their healing. This miracle 
didn’t add to His renown. No, these  
recipients of Jesus’ grace and love had 
the liberty to follow Him as new additions 
to the growing throng of followers. They 
were no longer blind, and they were no 
longer outsiders. 

As part of the grand collection of people who love and 
follow Jesus, we run the risk of treating outsiders with 
insensitivity or even disdain. Look for opportunities  
today and this week to show compassion to those on 
the outside who are looking for forgiveness, grace, 
and hope in Jesus. May we never be selfish with our 
faith. Jesus came for sinners, not make the spiritually 
healthy feel smug or superior.

The Practical Christian 
Ministries Department offers 
students hands-on ministry 
experience. Praise God for 
the difference Gloria Alicea, 
Donald Martindell, Unity 
Ostercamp, Roberto Rivera, 
and Nathan Strand are mak-
ing in the lives of our students 
and the city of Chicago.

Read: Matthew 20:29–34

It is not the 
healthy who need 

a doctor, but 
the sick.
Mark 2:17
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Jesus healed many people who were  
unable to see Him perform the miracle, 
but the subject of today’s reading couldn’t 
ask Jesus to cure his affliction: there’s no 
scriptural evidence for healing the short. 
But Zacchaeus had bigger problems than 
his height. In fact, one could argue that 
it would be easier in those days to make 
a short man tall than to 
make a tax collector like-
able.

Much to the benefit of  
Zacchaeus, Jesus special-
ized in the impossible. 
Zacchaeus was desperate 
to see Jesus, and his inge-
nuity put him on the path 
to becoming an eyewit-
ness to and recipient of an 
amazing transformation. 

Zacchaeus was a wealthy man with no 
afflictions to speak of other than being 
despised by others, so he didn’t appear 
to be very interested in Jesus’ miracles. 
But it becomes very plain why he was so 
compelled that he would climb a tree to 
get a look at the Lord. What Zacchaeus 
needed most was love.

Imagine being a person who, when 

someone as well known as Jesus associ-
ated with you, people shuddered at the 
thought. While Zacchaeus used the word 
if in describing his cheating ways, we 
can safely assume he had many people 
to repay fourfold for what he had done 
to them. Yet Jesus loved him. And the 
acceptance Jesus offered Zacchaeus 

brought about a miracle 
few people could have 
seen coming.

Zacchaeus, the wealthy 
chief tax collector, 
changed his ways on the 
spot. He exhibited true re-
pentance and became the 
rarest of creatures: a tax 
collector willing to part 
with his money. In some 

ways, this transformation was more in-
credible than almost any healing Jesus 
had performed, because the other recipi-
ents of Christ’s miraculous work obvious-
ly wanted the change. It takes very little 
to convince a blind man to want to see 
or a paralyzed woman to want to walk. 
But how great must Jesus be to convince 
a greedy man to want to be generous? 
Jesus is that great, and He brought the 
greatest miracle in the world to Zacchae-
us: salvation from his sins.

It’s easy for us to ask Jesus to provide for us. It’s 
easy to look to Him for healing or encouragement. 
But are you prepared to ask Jesus to change you? 
Do you want His help to love the people you don’t 
like? Can you ask Him to transform your most stub-
born weaknesses? Ask Him to search your heart 
and show you where you need to change and have 
the humility to allow Him to renew you.

Greg Thornton, Senior Vice 
President of Media, and his 
assistant, Karen Waddles, 
welcome your prayers. 
Ask God to guide them as 
they help further develop 
Moody’s publishing and 
radio ministries, leveraging 
these forms of media for 
the sake of the gospel.

Read: Luke 19:1–10

All the people 
. . . began to 

mutter, “He has 
gone to be the 

guest of a sinner.”
Luke 19:7
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The popular song, “I Can Only Imagine,” 
wonders what a person’s reaction to 
entering the glory of the Lord in heaven 
would really be like. “Surrounded by 
your glory, what will my heart feel? Will I 
dance for you, Jesus, or in awe of you be 
still? Will I stand in your presence or to 
my knees will I fall? Will I sing hallelujah? 
Will I be able to speak  
at all?”

Based on Scripture,  
Peter would almost cer-
tainly be in the dancing,  
standing, hallelujah-sing-
ing camp. At the Trans-
figuration, Jesus’ clothes 
shined supernaturally 
white. Elijah and Moses appeared next 
to Him. A voice, presumably of God the 
Father Himself, thundered down from the 
cloud above. The three disciples who had 
accompanied Jesus as eyewitnesses to 
this event were greatly frightened. Peter 
did not know what to say, but that didn’t 
stop him from saying something anyway 
(vv. 5–6)!

Peter was looking for a way to properly 
respond to the momentous event taking 
place before his eyes, but there really 

was no action on his part required other 
than to witness it and worship. In fact,  
Jesus asked them to tell no one until  
after He rose from the dead, an expres-
sion that befuddled the disciples even 
more than what they had just seen.

The passage ends with a discussion about 
Elijah, but it probably does 
not allude to the appear-
ance of Elijah at the Trans-
figuration so much as the 
symbolic fulfillment of his 
role by John the Baptist. 
Malachi had prophesied 
that Elijah would prepare 
the way for the coming of 
Messiah (Mal. 3:1; 4:5). 

Jesus affirmed that the work of Elijah had 
been accomplished (through John the 
Baptist, despite his humble claims to the 
contrary, John 1:21). 

After seeing Elijah and Moses, the  
disciples wondered if the prophesied 
day of the Lord was at hand. The crucial  
moment of its introduction was nearly 
upon them. They were eyewitnesses to a 
sneak peek of the unveiled glory of God 
enveloping His beloved Son.

Have you ever had a moment with the Lord that left 
you speechless? There are aspects of God’s glory that 
leave us grasping for words, because He is higher and 
more glorious than we can imagine. The Transfigura-
tion was a taste of glory, a promise of the unspeakable 
joy awaiting us. In the meantime, follow the instruction 
of the voice of the Father: listen to Jesus! Obeying His 
commands is the perfect way to anticipate His return.

Joe Carlson, Bill Davis, Jon 
Hemmer, Eric Hufford, Mollie 
Bond, Mark Breta, and Josh 
Klos create the programs, 
spots, and specials aired on 
Moody Radio stations across 
the country. May the audio 
they produce make an eternal 
difference in the lives of 
heir listeners.

Read: Mark 9:2–13

This is my Son, 
whom I love. 
Listen to him!

Mark 9:7
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A New York Times story reported on a  
segment of the housing industry, so to 
speak, that would make most people’s 
jaws drop in this struggling economy. 
Some families spend up to $200,000 
to build houses—playhouses for their 
kids! One of the builders argued that the 
notion isn’t as ridiculous as it sounds: 
“Childhood is a precious 
and finite thing.” (The 
overwhelming majority 
of people would offer the 
counterpoint: that’s still  
ridiculous.)

The way people spend their 
money—particularly when 
it involves large, extrava-
gant sums of money—falls 
under intense scrutiny  
during trying financial times. The question 
the watching public asks is, “How can 
you justify spending so much?” Some-
times our reasons for asking are pure. 
Other times, as was the case with Judas, 
it’s just veiled greed or jealousy. Judas 
hated seeing money spent on someone 
else when it otherwise could have been 
obtained by him (v. 6).

Mary’s use of expensive perfume to anoint 
the feet of Jesus was extravagant, and it 
did cost her much, but there was no more 
worthy way to spend that luxury. Mary 
loved Jesus. Martha, her sister, showed 
her love in her customary way—by  
serving (v. 2). She gave of her time and 
effort. Mary gave of her possessions. 

These gifts were anything 
but frivolous, since the 
time they had with Jesus 
was running out (v. 8).

Judas hid his greed. Mary 
lavished her love. Martha 
served. The Jewish lead-
ers plotted. They were 
infuriated by what they 
witnessed: faith in Jesus. 
They wanted to kill Him 

and Lazarus simply because their people 
were believing in Jesus. It’s hard to imag-
ine, but the worship of the Son of God 
aroused hatred in the hearts of those who 
claimed to love and serve the Heavenly 
Father. Judas, Mary, Martha, and the 
Jewish leaders all saw the same thing, 
but the objects of their love led them to 
different responses.

When our hearts lean toward materialism, we won’t 
be happy with how anyone else spends their money. If 
we are being selfish or self-centered, no form of wor-
ship will seem appropriate to us (unless we are the 
focus). But if our hearts are truly centered on Christ, 
nothing will distract us from worshiping Him. If you’re 
finding it hard to worship, ask the Holy Spirit to reveal 
the misplaced focus that may be leading you astray.

This month, several Moody 
Radio stations are host-
ing Share, an annual event 
that raises funds for Moody 
Radio’s operations. Ask 
God to bless Moody Radio 
Production—Lee Rugen, Chris 
Segard, Joel Swan, and Steve 
Tabor—as they help produce 
Share programming.

Read: John 12:1–11

Mary has chosen 
what is better, and 
it will not be taken 

away from her.
Luke 10:42
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The ministry of Christ was filled with  
controversy. For every moment of praise 
and thankfulness there was a repercus-
sion of anger and rejection. At no time 
was the controversy more pronounced 
than in the week of His Passion, culmi-
nating in His crucifixion. The Triumphal 
Entry stands out as one of those rare  
moments when all the  
details recorded in a single 
story are absolutely perfect 
and positive and trouble-
free. It didn’t last long, but 
this was just right.

It started with Jesus  
approaching Jerusalem. 
He gave two disciples 
a mission, and they fol-
lowed it without incident. 
They found the colt that would be used to  
fulfill the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9: 
“See, your king comes to you, righteous 
and victorious, lowly and riding on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

What a prophecy to fulfill! Fittingly, the 
crowds who spontaneously celebrated 
His entrance into Jerusalem shouted, 
“Hosanna!” which means “Save!” The 

King was celebrated just as He deserved 
as He made His way into the temple. His 
path was paved with their cloaks and with 
branches. All of this love, all of this honor, 
all of this joyous celebration for Messiah  
. . . and it would all change soon.

For one moment before the popular opin-
ion reversed, Jesus was 
worshiped as King. The 
eyewitnesses, had their 
experience in those days 
ended on that high note, 
would have the happiest 
of stories to share. But the 
road mapped out for Jesus 
didn’t end at the Triumphal 
Entry. First, it would have 
to lead Him to the cross.

Jesus could have decided that His mis-
sion on earth was over after the Trium-
phal Entry. He could have announced to 
His Father that the climactic moment had  
occurred—the people hailed Him as  
Messiah! Surely His work on earth was 
done! But Jesus was obedient and trusted 
God to deliver and sustain Him through 
the dark days that would follow this bright 
path of palm branches and praise.

As we approach this weekend, think about how you 
can dedicate these next few days to the worship of 
Jesus, unencumbered by any entanglements or distrac-
tions. Even though we’re still over a week away from 
Palm Sunday, prepare your heart for worship now. 
Commit your thoughts throughout the weekend to  
celebrating Jesus as the King of kings and praise Him 
for His power to save!

Will you remember in prayer 
Network and System Support 
employees Andrew Carlson, 
Joseph Kessinger, and Paul 
Walker? Ask the Spirit to 
guide them as they trouble-
shoot computer and network 
software at Moody Bible 
Institute’s Chicago campus.

Read: Mark 11:1–11

Hosanna! Blessed 
is he who comes in 

the name of 
the Lord!
Mark 11:9
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The mood in yesterday’s study could not 
have been more different than the tone 
set in today’s passage. After a glorious  
celebration of the Messiah, within a  
week the crowds turned to demand  
a crucifixion. 

The women who watched wailed loudly 
because of what was done 
to Jesus. Jesus was cruci-
fied. He was mocked and 
dishonored and reviled. 
Jesus had been beaten so 
badly that He needed the 
help of another man just 
to carry His cross into its 
place. As devastating as it 
was, these events were just 
as much a part of God’s 
plan as the joyous march 
into Jerusalem just days before.

Jesus addressed the first group of eyewit-
nesses, the mourners who wept for Him. 
True to His nature, He was less concerned 
with His own suffering than the woes of 
others. He knew that glory lay ahead of 
Him, but for those who believed in His 
name there was much persecution to come 
(vv. 29–30). 

Next, Jesus was crucified between two 
common criminals. He accepted this sym-
bol of being cursed and the ignominy of 
being associated with lowly crooks, and 
again He showed no concern for Himself. 
Jesus, Son of God, condescended from 
the throne of heaven, found Himself in the 
lowest scenario imaginable, and His heart 

was set on forgiveness. Did 
the people witnessing these 
events appreciate it?

At least one did. Scripture 
refers to him by no other 
name than simply “the 
other criminal.” But what-
ever misdeeds led him to 
that place on the cross, 
his heart had been trans-
formed to a remarkably 

healthy condition. He confessed his sin. He 
chastised his fellow criminal for his blas-
phemy. He acknowledged that Jesus had 
done no wrong. Then He asked Jesus to 
remember Him—and with conviction that 
His kingdom was truly coming. He may 
have waited until the last possible moment 
to do so, but this criminal found his way to 
a saving faith in Jesus Christ, and for that 
he was promised paradise.

How sobering that such a vile display of ruthless evil, 
the cause of grief for those who loved Jesus, could 
also lead to the happiest moment in one criminal’s life. 
Indeed, it leads to the most poignant moment in our 
lives. If you have never placed your trust in Jesus to 
save you, follow the example of this criminal, for like 
him we all have sinned. And like him, we too can have 
peace with God by trusting in the saving death and 
resurrection of the Lord.

The Computer Support team 
provides over 500 Moody 
employees with technology 
support that is up-to-date, 
secure, and cost-effective. 
Thank the Lord for James 
Anderson, Richard McNeill, 
Kyle Sparrow, and 
Steven Takushi.

Read: Luke 23:26–43

Truly I tell you, 
today you will 
be with me in 

paradise.
Luke 23:43

Saturday, March 24



Apply the Word

32 •  Today in  the Word

Pray with Us

It’s the quintessential setting in any  
classic western. High noon is the time for 
the showdown between bad guys and 
good guys, the riff-raff and the sheriff. 
The tension of the moment is highlighted 
by the burning heat of the sun high in 
the sky, casting the shortest of shadows 
on the combatants, and intensifying the 
drama. The climax of the 
action coincides with the 
pinnacle of the sun in its arc.

It was dark at high noon as 
Jesus hung on the cross. The 
sun had stopped shining, 
whether it was blocked by 
clouds or by supernatural 
obstacle. There was no 
light for three hours as the 
afternoon broke. It wasn’t 
just confined to the hill at Golgotha, but 
over the whole land surrounding this piv-
otal moment in the history of humanity.

The curtain of the temple tearing in half 
was no less significant. Jesus, the sacrifi-
cial lamb who perfected the entire system 
of atonement, eradicated the dividing line 
between holy communion with God and 
community among mortal men. We can 
only imagine how the high priest would 
have reacted had he witnessed the veil 

being torn. Did he grasp that Jesus’  
sacrifice reconciled men to God—mean-
ing that the intercession of the high priest 
was no longer necessary? 

Jesus committed His spirit into the hands 
of the Father, and the entire world was 
changed forever. What might have ini-

tially appeared like a 
routine Roman execu-
tion defeated the powers 
and the principalities of  
this world.

Once again we see a Gen-
tile—a Roman centurion—
observe something about 
Jesus that the religious 
leaders seemed incapable 
of acknowledging: Jesus 

was righteous. He did not deserve to 
die—but He did not fight it either. 

Some witnesses beat their breasts in la-
ment of His death; perhaps this crowd 
was different than the one that shouted 
for Jesus to be crucified. And those who 
knew Jesus, how did they react? What 
reaction would have been suitable? They 
simply watched from afar, undoubtedly in 
disbelief of what had just occurred. 

Reflect today on what Jesus gave up so that 
we could have eternal life. The most trag-
ic, undeserved death in history, willfully al-
lowed by our precious Savior. When we 
shouted with joy, “Hosanna!” this was the way  
Jesus saw fit to meet that request. It warrants more 
than a few moments in silence. The words thank you 
don’t begin to say it. As the hymn suggests, it de-
mands our souls, our lives, our all.

Engineering Systems—
Alfredo Rios, Paul Siebold, 
and Roger Vinlasaca—helps 
manage Moody’s utilities, 
such as electric, gas, and 
water. Thank the Lord for 
their valuable behind-the-
scenes work at Moody!

Read: Luke 23:44–49

The centurion . . . 
praised God 

and said, 
“Surely this was a 
righteous man.”

Luke 23:47
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The various compilations of eyewitness 
accounts in the four Gospels offer a full 
complement of perspectives. The person 
of Joseph of Arimathea is described with 
two very different labels—both entirely 
true. Today’s reading informs us that 
Joseph was a prominent member of the 
Council, the Sanhedrin. But today’s key 
verse gives him a seem-
ingly contradictory title: a 
disciple of Jesus.

Up to that point, Joseph’s 
allegiance to Jesus may 
have been kept quiet, but 
now he boldly marched 
up to Pilate and requested 
the body of Jesus (v. 43). 
This was a privilege gen-
erally reserved for family 
members by Roman law, and it was not 
exactly the best way to keep His faith in 
Christ a secret from the Jewish Council. 
Burial in his own tomb would have been 
considered the equivalent of including  
Jesus in his family. Everything about this 
act was both bold and loving.

Perhaps the most obvious aspect of  
Joseph’s eyewitness account of Jesus in 

this particular instance was that  
Joseph could verify that Jesus was really  
deceased. It wasn’t only him, but the 
centurion as well. Jesus had died, and 
Joseph treated the body for burial. The 
Christ, the Son of the Living God, was 
laid to rest in a tomb and a stone sealed 
the entrance. The apparent finality must 

have been crushing.

Joseph wasn’t the only 
follower to witness Jesus’ 
body so closely after His 
death. Mary Magdalene 
and Jesus’ mother saw the 
place of burial, and John 
19 informs us that Nico-
demus assisted Joseph in 
preparing His body for 
burial (19:39–40). This 

was evidence not only of loyalty and 
love, but also of faith. These two men who 
had hidden their belief while Jesus was 
alive took the exact opposite approach 
after His death at the time when it would 
have been most convenient to hide that 
they loved and followed Him. They chose  
to embrace and attest to His identity as 
the Son of God. Even after the cross,  
they believed.

Think back to the times when life has been most disap-
pointing, those times when your hopes were at their 
furthest from your circumstances. Have those not been 
the times when Jesus has proved to mean the most to 
you? If now is one of those times, take heart in the 
promise that no defeat, not even death, is beyond the 
redeeming power of Christ. And if this is not a time 
when you’re suffering, extend the comfort of Jesus to 
someone who is.

As students return from spring 
break today, our prayers 
go to God for Dr. Junias 
Venugopal, Provost and 
Dean of Education and his 
Executive Administrative 
Assistant, Denise Kuypers. 
May they be a rich blessing 
to the faculty and students 
they serve.

Read: Mark 15:42–47

Now Joseph 
was a disciple of 
Jesus, but secretly 
because he feared 
the Jewish leaders.

John 19:38
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Hedy Lamarr was known as one of the 
most beautiful movie stars of the early 
twentieth century. Few people realized, 
however, that in addition to her beauty 
she had a prodigious intelligence, espe-
cially for math. In fact, along with George 
Antheil she invented an early technique 
for spread spectrum communication, 
which is the basis for many 
Wi-Fi systems today. 

Mary Magdalene is known 
for one thing more than 
any other. Some students 
of the Bible know that 
she had been cleansed of 
seven demons or that she 
helped finance the ministry 
of Jesus and the disciples (Luke 8:2, 3). 
Many know that she was the first to witness  
Jesus after the resurrection. But no one 
who knows the name Mary Magdalene 
has any trouble remembering that she 
was a woman who loved Jesus Christ.

For all the people who followed Jesus, 
watched Him perform miracles, and 
heard Him teach like none before Him, 
it’s startling to realize that only one wom-
an would be present at His tomb—His 
empty tomb. But there she was, mourning 
the vacancy and being so lost in her tears 

that nothing, not even the presence of  
angels, could distract her. In most New 
Testament accounts of angelic appear-
ances, the angels strike fear in the ob-
server, but we see no such response from 
Mary. She could think only of Jesus.

Mary wanted to know where Jesus’ body 
was; that was her repeated 
concern. She didn’t even 
recognize Jesus at first. 
When she did, she was 
overcome with joy. And 
she got to be the one who 
not only saw Jesus first 
but also spread the news 
to the disciples. What an 
honor bestowed upon her 

and what a reward for loving and staying 
true to Jesus even after His death!

When Jesus appeared to the disciples 
(who had to hide for their own safety), 
He did so miraculously, circumventing the 
locked doors that had been protecting the 
disciples (v. 19). And in stunning contrast 
to the supernatural power exhibited by 
Jesus, He also showed the evidence of 
His willing sacrifice (v. 20). Who else in 
the history of the world could walk about 
freely and prove their identity by the 
scars of their crucifixion?

It is a recurring response among many eyewitnesses to 
Jesus Christ—from His birth, to His miracles, and now 
in response to His resurrection—to tell His wonderful 
story. A love for Christ propels us to go and tell the 
details of our personal experience. Every day, in some 
way to some person, tell the story of what Jesus means 
to you. May we, like Mary Magdalene, be known as 
people who love Jesus.

The Moody Publishers 
Acquisitions team requests 
your prayer support. Please 
join us in asking the Lord to 
give Cynthia Ballenger, David 
DeWit, and Deborah Keiser 
insight as they seek to find 
resources that will help 
readers to know, love, 
and serve Jesus Christ.

Read: John 20:11–21

I have seen 
the Lord!
John 20:18
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Not every eyewitness is a reliable  
witness. One of the most important pieces 
of evidence in support of the Christian 
faith is the empty tomb—but to the people 
who put Jesus to death, it was an incrimi-
nating piece of evidence. If Jesus was,  
in fact, raised from the dead, they would 
be discredited.

The chief priests learned 
of the resurrection of Jesus 
not from His disciples or 
from angels but from the 
very guards they had com-
missioned to ensure that 
nothing happened to the 
body. After failing in their 
assigned task, the soldiers 
got paid even more to lie 
about what happened. The 
people who thought killing Jesus would 
end His ministry sought to undermine 
His work by lying about His power. How 
desperately they refused to believe! How 
actively they tried to undermine Him!

When the guards fled to tell the chief 
priests what had happened and join the 
plan for a cover-up, they also left the tomb 
unguarded. Think about what transpired 
within the guards’ hearts. The Son of God 

overcame death just feet from where they 
stood, and their first concern was to go 
report what happened, not to stay and try 
to find the risen Lord. Their first impulse 
was to save their own skin, not seek out 
the Savior. So they went on to get their  
ill-gotten payoff from the chief priests.

Meanwhile the women 
arrived to find the tomb 
unguarded and empty. It 
turned out that instead of 
the powerful military men, 
it was women who thought 
they were coming to grieve 
who received the most  
joyous news to ever greet 
this earth. 

The guards’ report turned 
into a lie that helped the religious rulers 
quiet the spread of this miraculous news 
and prevented the guards from further 
political punishment (v. 14). But the most 
damaging part of this lie was the way it 
planted the seeds of disbelief (or fanned 
its flames) throughout the Jewish commu-
nity. It was actually worth a considerable 
sum of money to the Jewish leaders to 
keep the news of Jesus’ resurrection from 
disrupting their leadership.

Disbelief isn’t always the result of a lack of informa-
tion. Sometimes it is rooted in a willful desire to refute 
what is known to be true. In these circumstances, logi-
cal arguments are of little use. When someone simply 
doesn’t want to believe, tactics like prayer and love 
and grace are likely to be much more effective than 
debate. Take some time to pray for unbelieving friends 
and family today. Look for ways to show them love.

Continuing our prayers 
for the Moody Publishers 
Acquisitions team—Randall 
Payleitner, Barnabas Piper, 
and Paul Santhouse—thank 
God for bringing these cre-
ative professionals to Moody 
Publishers to help proclaim 
the gospel of Jesus Christ and 
a biblical worldview.

Read: Matthew 28:11–15

Jesus Christ, who is 
the faithful witness, 
the firstborn from 

the dead.
Revelation 1:5
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The Gospel of John is dedicated to  
retelling the signs and wonders of Jesus 
so that the reader would believe “that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God” 
(20:31). But the next chapter that follows 
this purpose statement recounts some 
rather ordinary, mundane activity. The 
disciples that Jesus had made fishers of 
men had returned to be 
fishers of fish. 

This wasn’t inherently  
sinful, but John does make 
a point to emphasize the 
personal decision these 
fishermen made to resume 
their previous occupation. 
There was a slight prob-
lem, though: they didn’t 
catch a thing. They hadn’t 
forgotten their professional skills, and 
there was no shortage of fish, but this 
otherwise “normal” situation was about 
to be turned into a miracle that put the 
disciples’ focus, particularly Peter’s, back 
on their work for Christ.

Contrary to Thomas’s infamous admission 
of doubt before Jesus appeared, in this 
case there was not a shred of uncertainty 
about whose advice had led to the abun- 

dant catch of fish. The catch itself as well 
as the haul of the 153 large fish would 
seem to be miraculous, but Peter’s atten-
tion was no longer on the miracle but on 
the Savior who made it happen (v. 7). 
This excited response tells us quite a bit 
about Peter’s emotional state: he couldn’t 
wait to see Jesus. Peter’s spiritual under-

standing had grown quite 
a bit since the Transfigura-
tion, when he lost sight of 
the main point in all the 
excitement. Now he had 
grasped that Jesus was the 
most important thing he 
could pursue.

As all the disciples from 
the boat returned to shore, 
they enjoyed a meal with 

Jesus, but it was the conversation that fol-
lowed that truly made the difference for 
Peter. He had no question about his own 
belief in Jesus, despite his previous deni-
als. What he needed was the assurance 
of Jesus that He still wanted Peter to lead 
His followers. Jesus informed Peter that 
he would die in His service to the glory 
of God. Peter was not dissuaded. His  
relationship to Christ was more important 
than his life.

When we receive an unexpected financial bonus, do 
we give a perfunctory word of thanks to God but have 
our attention mostly devoted to what we’ll do with the 
money? If we are healed from illness, do we generally 
think about what we’ll do in our healthy body? Or do 
we take these opportunities to focus on Jesus and what 
He’s done for us? Peter is a good example for us: noth-
ing else matters as much as spending time with our 
Lord and hearing His Word for us. 

Bill Blocker, Vice President 
of Educational Services, and 
his Executive Administra-
tive Assistant, Shelly Laug, 
would appreciate your prayer 
support today. Ask God to 
continue using their ministry 
at Moody to help equip more 
men and women to reach the 
world for Christ.

Read: John 21:1–25

None of the 
disciples dared ask 

him, “Who are 
you?” They knew it 

was the Lord.
John 21:12
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When a man brought his son to Jesus 
hoping He could cast out the spirit that 
made him deaf and mute and attempt-
ed to kill him, he didn’t fully understand 
what Jesus was capable of, but he did 
know that Jesus was the right person to 
ask. He lacked full comprehension, but 
the target of his faith was absolutely  
accurate. Today’s key 
verse was his wise admis-
sion of dependence: “Help 
me overcome my unbe-
lief!” (Mark 9:24).

When Jesus appeared 
to His disciples after His 
resurrection, He encoun-
tered a group of people 
for whom “could not believe” was no 
exaggeration. They literally lacked the 
ability to comprehend and believe what 
they were seeing. They needed Jesus to 
open their minds in order to understand 
the full weight of ancient prophecies that 
were being fulfilled before their eyes  
(vv. 46–47). 

The way Jesus greeted them was some-
what ironic, given the complete lack of 
peace that overcame the disciples when 
they saw what they believed was a 
ghost. Jesus’ reply is important from a  

theological perspective as well as a mat-
ter of assurance to these men—He did 
not return as a spirit but was resurrected 
in full bodily form. They could see from 
His hands and feet that it was Jesus, and 
His ability to eat removed all doubt that 
He was with them physically and alive!

The transition to verse 50 
includes a gap in time; 
we know the next events 
did not follow immediately  
after this appearance. He 
remained with His disci-
ples in various places and 
appearances for forty days 
following His resurrection 
(Acts 1:4). But when the 

time had come for Jesus to be taken up 
into heaven, the accounts of these eye-
witnesses would be all the proof anyone 
would have that Jesus had been with 
them throughout that time, miraculously 
after His death and resurrection. 

God graciously had provided numerous 
people with the opportunity to interact 
with the risen Lord. This was a bless-
ing not only to them, but also for us  
who read their testimonies thousands of 
years later.

If you or someone you know ever struggles to believe 
the miraculous truth of the gospel, remember this pas-
sage and how the disciples to whom Jesus appeared 
needed Jesus’ help to open their minds to the truth. 
Their mental capacity couldn’t fathom the wonder—
they needed Christ’s spiritual intervention to fully  
believe. Ask God to open your mind and heart to His 
truth! The power of the Holy Spirit is strong enough to 
overcome any wall of unbelief or doubt.

Each month, Moody’s website 
receives millions of visits from 
people across the globe. Join 
us in thanking God for the 
writing, design, and technical 
skills of the Web Communi-
cations team: Chris Arndt, 
Sarah Dockery, Josh Jellel, 
and Bryan Young.

Read: Luke 24:36–53

“I do believe; help 
me overcome 
my unbelief!”

Mark 9:24

Friday, March 30



Apply the Word

38 • Today in  the Word

Pray with Us

A popular question from skeptics of 
Christianity calls into question the logic 
of believing in something we cannot see: 
“If God really wanted us to believe in 
Jesus, why wouldn’t He allow everyone 
to see Jesus in person?” Aside from the  
preposterous mistake of thinking that God 
should be subject to the demands of His 
own creation in the way 
He chooses to enlighten 
us, this argument makes 
another crucial error in 
evaluating the human  
experience. It assumes that 
seeing is believing.

The Bible tells a differ-
ent story about the way  
humans believe. In today’s reading, 
some of Christ’s skeptics happened to be 
His followers. And when they saw Him 
with their own eyes in the place He had  
arranged to meet them, they worshiped 
Him for who He was . . . except some of 
them doubted. John 20 tells the story of 
Thomas’s need to see for himself. Mark 
16 recounts how Jesus rebuked some 
disciples for not believing other eyewit-
nesses But here in Matthew we see that 

 

even some of the disciples who saw Jesus 
resurrected in the flesh had their doubts.

As a whole, though, the disciples rejoiced 
in the presence of Christ and agreed to 
obey His commission to baptize disciples 
who would follow the instructions of their 
Savior. And if it was only the eleven  

disciples in His midst, the 
accounts of Acts lead us 
to believe that whatever 
doubts the disciples may 
have had were overcome 
along the way. Christ’s 
followers, after all, are not 
perfect. They are made 
perfect in Him.

We normally associate the issu-
ing of the Great Commission with the  
ascension of Jesus, but this particular 
eyewitness account focuses not on Jesus’ 
departure but rather on His dependable 
presence in the disciples’ lives. Those 
words, I am with you always, were true 
on a spiritual and missional level. Though 
Jesus would soon no longer be visible to 
them and dwell with them bodily here on 
earth, His presence in their faith and in 
their work would never go away.

Do you ever long to be able to see Jesus’ face? It’s 
perfectly natural to want visual confirmation of spiri-
tual truths, but never make the mistake of thinking that 
seeing would eliminate all doubt. You also should 
take solace in any doubt you do feel. Be assured that,  
although you may sometimes fear or occasionally 
doubt, Jesus will always be with you. Spend some  
quiet moments today thanking Him for His presence.

Thank you for joining us this 
month as we studied eyewit-
ness accounts of Jesus in the 
gospels. As you reflect on 
this month’s study, express 
gratitude to the Lord for send-
ing His Son to earth to live 
among us, opening a way for 
us to become children of God 
(John 1:12). 

Read: Matthew 28:16–20

Go and make 
disciples of all 

nations.
Matthew 28:19
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